Practical considerations of melanoma/skin cancer screening clinics.
In 1989 a voluntary melanoma/skin cancer screening clinic was held in Oss, the Netherlands. The campaign was carried out according to the free clinics conducted since 1985 in the USA. Our experiences with the first clinic urged us to improve on the organization of the screen. This produced a better yield of the second screen, conducted in 1990 in Arnhem. In this paper we present the practical and organizational implications of melanoma/skin cancer screening based on both screening exercises. It is emphasized that only dermatologists should screen. Concomitant public education will enhance self-selection of people at risk for melanoma/skin cancer. There should be ample provider time, sufficient auxiliary personnel and abundant examination rooms. Total-body skin examination is optional. Follow-up of positive screenees is mandatory. It is concluded that melanoma/skin cancer screening is feasible, particularly in countries with a high dermatologist-to-patient ratio.